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SUBJECT: MAY DAY IN PEKING - 1976 

1 . SUMMARY: FOR MAY DAY THIS YEAR, THE PRC PUT ON A DETERMINED SHOW OF 

NORMALCY WHICH INCLUDED THE APPEARANCE OF ALMOST ALL OF THE MAJOR PRC 
LEADERS EXCEPT MAO, THE USUAL MASS GATHERINGS IN PEKING'S PARKS, AND 
AN EVENING DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS. HOWEVER, THE EXTRAORDINARY SECURITY 
MEASURES ADOPTED IN THE WAKE OF THE TIEN AN MEN RIOT AND THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY BOMBING, PLUS THE STRIDENT ANTI-TENG HSIAO-PING TONE OF SOME 
OF THE PERFORMANCES MADE THE DAY A SOMEWHAT UNEASY AND SOMBER AFFAIR. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. LEADERSHIP TURNOUT. ALMOST ALL OF THEPHYSICALLY ABLE MEMBERS OF THE 

POLITBURO. NPC STANDING COMMITTEE, AND VICE PREMIERS (WITH THE NOTABLE 

EXCEPTION OF PLANNING CHIEF YU CHIU-LI) ATTENDED THE PROGRAMS IN THE 
CITY 
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PARKS DURING THE DAY AND THE POLITBURO AGAIN TURNED OUT FOR THE EVENING 
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FIREWORKS DISPLAY IN THE WORKERS STADIUM. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF MAO MEETING NEW ZEALAND 

PRIME MINISTER WAS ON FRONT PAGE OF MAY 1 PEOPLE S DAILY. THE OBVIOUS 
INTEREST IN PRESENTING A UNITED LEADERSHIP FRONT TO THE CHINESE 
POPULACE AND THE WORLD WAS UNDERLINED BY THE PHOTOGRAPH IN 
THE MAY 2 PEOPLE'S DAILY SHOWING PREMIER HUA KUO-FENG FLANKED BY 
CHIANG CHING AND RANKING MODERATE YEH CHIEN-YING WITH LI HSIEN-NIEN 
ON CHIANG'S RIGHT AND RADICAL IDEOLOGUE YAO WEN- YUAN ON YEH'S LEFT. 

3. MAJOR THEMES. THERE WAS NO PEOPLE'S DAILY EDITORIAL TO MARK THE 
OCCASION BUT THE THEMES OF MANY OF THE PERFORMANCES IN THE PARKS 
EMPHASIZED THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST TENG HSIAO-PING AND THE CAPITALIST 
ROADERS. ANTI-TENG SONGS WERE A STANDARD PART OF THE PROGRAM AND ONE 
PARTICULARLY FRIGHTENING SKIT SHOWN ON TELEVISION CLIMAXED WITH A 
DETACHMENT OF MILITIA WOMEN RUNNING BACK AND FORTH ACROSS THE STAGE 
WITH FIMED BAYONET SHOUTING "KILL* KILL* KILL*" AS THE CHORUS 
CHANTED "THE CAPITALIST ROADERS ARE STILL ON THE CAPITALIST ROAD." A 
PAINTING DISPLAY HAD FULL-COLOR SCENES OF THE CRUSHING OF THE TIEN 

AN MEN INCIDENT AND THE MASSIVE PARADES THAT FOLLOWED. THE 
MILITIA HAD THEIR DAY ON THE STAGE, BUT THE OTHER MILITARY, INDUSTRIAL 

AND SPORTS THEMES WERE HANDLED SIMILARLY TO OTHER RECENT CELEBRATIONS 
OF MAY DAY AND NATIONAL DAY. 

4. SECURITY HEAVY. THE MOST STRIKING FEATURE WHICH DIFFERENTIATED THIS 

MAY DAY FROM RECENT SIMILAR OCCASIONS WAS THE HEAVY 

SECURITY IN EVIDENCE IN THE PARKS, AT THE STADIUM. AND AROUND THE CITY. 

MILITIA AND OTHER CIVILIAN SECURITY PERSONNEL WERE OUT IN HUGE NUMBERS 

AND PLA CARRYING SIDEARMS WERE STRATEGICALLY PLACED THROUGHOUT THE 
CROWDS. THE MASSES WERE KEPT FAR FROM THE STADIUM WHERE THE LEADERSHIP 

WAS VIEWING THE FIREWORK DISPLAY AND THOSE CHINESE WITH TICKETS WHO 
ENTERED THE STADIUM WITH HANDBAGS WERE SEARCHED. THERE WAS NO WAY TO 
MOVE BETWEEN SECTIONS OF THE STADIUM AND A LARGE SECURITY CONTINGENT 
SURROUNDED THE LEADERS. THE STREETS OF THE DOWNTOWN PART OF THE CITY 
WERE ALSO HEAVILY PATROLLED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PEKING 00792 031004Z 


5. COMMENT: IN THE PAST, USLO OFFICERS HAVE NOTED THE GENERAL 
LIGHTHEARTED CHARACTER OF MAY DAY AS THE MASSES OF PEKING HAVE A 
FESTIVAL OF SONG AND DANCE IN THE CITY PARKS. THIS YEAR, FIREWORKS 
WERE THROWN IN-THE FIRST HERE IN A YEAR AND A HALF-BUT THE AIR 
SEEMED A BIT ON THE SOMBER SIDE. 

THAYER 
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